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Structure of Presentation

• Regulation: Why and What for? 

• What is at Stake?

• Governance and Dissimination

• Issues and Agenda for MoP

• Policy Challenges
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Regulation:Why and What for?

Consumer Preference

* Convenient

* Ready to eat

* Value added products

(California Agriculture Volume 58, No. 2)

And Developing Country Perspective

* Economic Cost

- Production

- Marketing

- Transporting

* Shelf Life Value

* Using fewer Resources
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What is at Stake?

• Studies on farmers’ and Producers’ risk and benefit.

• Such studies need to be widely based as somehow they end 

up with very narrow focus..

• Key Concerns

- Yield 

- Productivity

- Health

- Marketability
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* WTO Ministerial Conference at Doha that negotiations 
on issues relating to SPS measures will be addressed on 
priority basis in the next ministerial conference 

* The Committee on Trade and Environment (CTE) has been 
instructed to give particular attention to the effect of 
environmental measures on market access and trade  

* This has become relevant in light of the fact that the past 
decade has seen a global proliferation of environment and
health related standards along with a rise in the trade in 
environmentally sensitive goods 

* Since the inception of WTO some 2300 notifications have 
been received and almost 11 per cent of them are related to 
environment. 

RIS



6

Trade and Environment DimensionTrade and Environment Dimension

* Trade Restriction with Consideration for Protection of 

- Plant Health - Wildlife

- Animal Health - Human Health 

- Human Safety

RIS
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Governance and Dissimination

Adoption and diffusion of biotechnology has raised several 

policy challenges for the governance of biotechnology 

* Trade regime, 

* International regulatory arrangements Cartagena 

Protocol on biosafety 

* Regional and national standards  

* Release, safety assessment food use of 

genetically modified organisms.

RIS
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Biosafety: Issues

* In several developing countries illegal introduction of genetically modified 

(GM) crops has confounded further the prevailing confusion on some of 

the intricate issues related to GMOs. 

* These discussions have important implications for both developed and 

developing countries, especially for those engaged in trade of GMOs. 

* There are international regulatory arrangements, like the Cartagena 

Protocol on Biosafety and 

* The development of multilateral, regional and national standards and 

regulations for the release, safety assessment and food use of genetically 

modified organisms. 

* In the context of WTO, the concerns are related to various agreements 

which include Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), Sanitary and Phyto-

sanitary Measures (SPS), Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual Property 

Rights (TRIPs) and Agreement on Agriculture, as well as the overarching 

issues of market access and compet

RIS
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Biosafety: Issues

Indian Institutional Structure

* Institutional Biosafety Committees (IBSC) 

* Review Committee on Genetic Manipulations (RCGM) 

* Genetic Engineering Approval Committee (GEAC) 

* The GEAC is supposed to be assisted by the State 

Biotechnology Coordination Committees (SBCC) 

and District Level Committees (DLC). 

RIS




