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“Food Security Bill based on Sarvodaya principles”

Staff Reporter

FOCUS ON FUNDAMENTALS: M.S. Swaminathan, chairman, MSSRF, with former vice-chancellor, Gandhigram University, N. Markandan
(left) and trustee of Shanti Ashram Ashok Aram (second from left), at the Sarvodaya Leadership Summit 2012 in Coimbatore on Monday.
Ashram president Minothi Aram (second from right) and A.T. Ariyaratne, founder of the Sarvodaya Shramadana movement of Sri Lanka, are
in the picture. Photo: K. Ananthan
The National Food Security Bill is based on Sarvodaya principles as it has adopted a human life cycle approach,
looks at providing coarse grains (nutri-cereals) at subsidised rates, giving impetus to the public distribution system,
giving woman the position as the head of the family, and synergising drinking water, sanitation, hygiene and food,
M.S. Swaminathan, Member of the Rajya Sabha and Chairman, M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation, said here
on Monday.

Inaugurating a two-day Sarvodaya Leadership Summit 2012 as part of the silver jubilee celebrations of Shanti
Ashram, he said that the Bill would focus on three fundamentals of food availability, food access, and food
absorption.

“Food availability should be assessed from home-grown food and not from what is imported. Food access depends
on the purchasing power of people, and food absorption means the amount the human body is able to utilise,” Mr.
Swaminathan said.

Elaborating on food access and food absorption concepts, the MP said the purchasing power of the producer-
consumer of agricultural produce remained poor and that was why most of them, who formed part of the 66 per cent
of the country, could not get access to food.

The absorption power of women and children was not to the full capacity because of various deficiencies, and hence
malnutrition of the mother and children remained a grave problem.

Referring to the statement of Prime Minister Manmohan Singh that it was a national shame that 48 per cent of
India's children were malnourished, Mr. Swaminathan said that in spite of various social interventions, the
situation had not improved.

He believed that the Bill would elevate the livelihood of the small farmer.

Putting faces before figures were necessary to get an emotional dimension to the country's problems. This was
essential because the country would soon have 25 per cent of the world's farmers in India and 2014 would be the
International Year of Family Farming.

We had many opportunities to convert Mahatma Gandhi's ‘Sarvodaya' concept in today's India, he added.
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“Biological models depend on synergy and symbiosis for their success. A Sarvodaya society, or a high synergy
society, can only be built on the foundation of harmony with nature and with each other.

The choice with us now is to choose between Sarvodaya or the universal good, or ‘sarvanasha' or universal
destruction.

Trustees of the Ashram, N. Markandan and Ashok Aram, spoke.

A.M. Alagiriswamy, Trustee of the Ashram, honoured the founding trustees and partners of the Ashram.

Kezevino Aram, Director of the Ashram, said the future focus of the Ashram would be to give impetus to the student
scholarship programme, create a consortium for women entrepreneurs to alleviate poverty, reach public health to
millions, and take forward the Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Peace and Leadership to be set up in Coimbatore.

Minoti Aram, president of the Ashram, and A.T. Ariyaratne, Founder and president of Sarvodaya Shramadana
Movement, Sri Lanka, were present.
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