
The atmosphere is a global commons. Contrary to its 
widespread portrayal as a pollutant, carbon dioxide 
is  necessary for life, as well as giving rise to global 
warming in higher concentrations. This idea is 
elegantly captured in the concept of the carbon 
budget. For global warming to be limited to a 
specified rise in global average temperature, the 
world’s cumulative emissions of greenhouse gases 
must  stay within a specified limit associated with 
this temperature rise. This is known as the global 
carbon budget a finite and limited good, 
non-excludable but rivalrous, which needs to be 
equitably shared among all countries. The United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) states clearly that climate action must be 
based on equity and the principle of common, but 
differentiated responsibilities and respective 
capabilities (CBDR&RC) while accounting for the 
historical responsibility for greenhouse gas 
emissions. The Global North has consistently strived 
to erase water down equity in global climate 
negotiations and policy by delaying deep mitigation 
efforts and undertaking inadequate emissions cuts 
relative to their historical responsibility. This is 
tantamount to capturing the rightful carbon space of 
developing countries who require it to rapidly close 
their development deficits -- one of the most crucial 
steps towards alleviating the adverse impacts of 
global warming –- and achieve a reasonable level of 
well-being and prosperity. 

Climate Equity 
Monitor – an 
online dashboard on 
equity in climate 
change

First-of-its-kind website from the Global South 
focusing on equity and climate action from a 
data and evidence-based perspective con-
structed on the fundamental insight that global 
warming is a global collective action problem
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MSSRF in collaboration 
with the Energy, Environment and Climate Change 
group at the National Institute of Advanced Studies 
(NIAS), conceptualised and launched the Climate 
Equity Monitor (CEM) website. Recognising global 
warning as a global collective action problem, and 
explicitly foregrounding equity, the principle of  
CBDR&RC and historical responsibility in its analysis, 
the website is the first-of-its-kind from the Global 
South.

The abandoning of equity by 
developed countries is also reflected in the positions 
espoused by most mainstream institutions and web 
portals tracking and assessing climate action, almost 
all of which are situated in the Global North. 
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CEM is guided by the unequivocal evidence from climate 
science - that it is the cumulative historical GHG emis-
sions resulting in temperature increase witnessed till 
date. The solution to the problem lies in limiting cumula-
tive future emissions to stay within the budget, and the 
Annex-I countries taking the lead in rapidly reducing 
their emissions. Developing countries must obtain 
access to their fair share of the carbon budget, while 
developed countries must compensate for their conside-
rable and inequitable appropriation of this budget. The 
CEM also reveals the tremendous inequalities in resour-
ce consumption, in overall energy use and energy use 
from different fossil fuel sources, as well as electricity 
consumption among the world’s nations. 

CEM has been very positively received by the Govern-
ment of India, policymakers, researchers, and other 
stakeholders working in the field of global climate 
policy. Government departments and policymakers are 
expected to make increasing use of the Climate Equity 
Monitor website to access relevant inputs and for use in 
climate negotiations.


